Purpose: To retrospectively validate the Step-by-Step approach, a sequential algorithm for prediction of serious bacterial infections (SBI) using the appearance, age, and inflammatory markers, in febrile infants younger than 90 days.
Single bacterium from the urine without pyuria. CI: confidence interval, SBI: serious bacterial infection, IBI: invasive bacterial infection, UTI: urinary tract infection, GBS: group B streptococcus.
Fig. 2.
Flowchart for the selection of infants. * Blood and urine cultures (using perineal adhesive bags), assays for procalcitonin, C-reactive protein, and absolute neutrophil count, and urinalysis.
Mostly, procalcitonin was omitted.
Without work-up due to the limited capacity of the study setting.
One infant was sent directly to the intensive care unit, and the other's guardians refused work-up. SBI: serious bacterial infection, IBI: invasive bacterial infection. . * Score of < 3 refers to low-risk group.
Positive results of leukocyte esterase and/or nitrite test.
